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Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed August 9, 2006, please consider the 
following. In the above identified Office Action, the Examiner determined that currently 
pending Claims 2-5, 7-16, 18-21 and 23-43, are subject to a restriction requirement 
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §121. The Examiner has required restriction to one of the 
following inventions - 

I. Claims 32-41, drawn to analyzing data using statistical analysis, 
egocentric network analysis, sociometric analysis network 
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visualization analysis and combinations thereof prior to creating a 
computer model and developing a baseline related to the 
collaborative relationship, classified in class 705, subclass 14; 
II. Claims 2-5, 7-16, 18-21, 23-31, 42 and 43, drawn to inputting data 
into a model and analyzing the data with the model by using 
statistical analysis, egocentric network analysis, sociometric 
analysis network visualization analysis and combinations thereof to 
determine a condition of the collaborative relationship that is related 
to output value generated by the model, classified in class 705, 
subclass 14. 

Applicants traverse the restriction requirement, as the examination of the above 
identified claims does not appear to impose a serious burden upon the Examiner. In 
particular, the Examiner has indicated that the defined groups of invention share the 
same classification, namely class 705, subclass 14. In such circumstances, where the 
inventions are commonly classified, a separate status in the art should be demonstrated 
to support an allegation of undue burden. See MPEP §808.02. For example, citation to 
specific patents that evidence a separate status or separate field of search can 
demonstrate that the examination of the commonly classified inventions would pose an 
undue burden on the Examiner. However, in the present restriction requirement, there 
has been no allegation of a separate status in the art and/or a separate field of search 
for the identified inventions by citation to patent references. As such, the examination 
of both Groups I and II does not appear to present an undue burden and 
reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

To facilitate prosecution, Applicants hereby elect to prosecute the claims of 
Group II (Claims 2-5, 7-16, 18-21, 23-31, 42 and 43). The right is hereby reserved to 
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file further continuation and/or divisional patent applications for this subject matter and 
Applicants are not, in any manner, waiving or abandoning any rights to this subject 
matter. 



CONCLUSION 

It is believed that a full and complete response has been made to the outstanding 
Office Action, and as such, the present application is in condition for allowance. Thus, 
prompt and favorable consideration of this Response is respectfully requested. If the 
Examiner believes that personal communication will expedite prosecution of this 
application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at (248) 641-1600. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: 



HARNESS, DICKEY & PIERCE, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 641-1600 

Correspondence Address: 

Kathryn A. Marra 

General Motors Corporation 

Legal Staff - Mail Code 482-C23-B21 

PO Box 300 - 300 Renaissance Center 

Detroit, Michigan 48265-3000 

Ph: 313-665-4708 

Fax: 313-665-4976 
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